THE  LETTERS  OF  KING  HENRY  VIII

we have begun so verily do we mean to persevere, and therefore
signify to your Reverence that our fleet of six thousand men is
now at sea, well and truly supplied with victual and ordnance,
which fleet has already captured twelve ships of the French and
the Bretons; and that another army of twelve thousand men is
prepared to set forward against Guienne and Gascony, there to
join with the larger force levied by our father the most Catholic
King. . . . We believe that never, its numbers considered, has
there been seen a finer army, nor one more ready to die in defence
of the Church and of our Holy Father, as the indulgence which
our Holy Father has sent to us has marvellously roused them
against the enemies of the Church, whom they deem Turks,
heretics and infidels.

We therefore believe that by the grace of God this our army
will acquit itself right nobly, and confound the warfare and
tyranny of those who by fair means or foul seek to oppress the
Church of God and uphold the great schism which will be
effected unless the Catholic rulers resist it. ...

He finishes up by telling Bainbridge to exhort the Pope to
trust in God * and the help of the greater number of good
Christian monarchs ... for we ourselves in person, with all
our power, will attack the enemies of the Church \

The English arrived in Spain on June 7, expecting to join
with a Spanish force of equal strength in an attack on Guienne.
Ferdinand, however, had other plans. The idea of n campaign
to restore Guienne to the English crown had been nothing but a
bait What Ferdinand wanted was a useful English force, to
act as a screen and occupy the attention of France while he him-
self set about his real objective, which was the conquest of
Navarre. With apparent reason he urged that he could not
possibly advance till he had secured his rear. The English, un-
able to take the offensive without Ferdinand's support, idled the
months away in camp, till dysentery and mutiny drove everyone
desperate, and in October they returned home without orders*
Ferdinand secured Navarre, as he had intended : but the English
expedition was a complete and discreditable fiasco.